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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9-14, 16, 17 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Merjanian (USPN 5,920,642, cited on applicant's IDS). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Merjanian discloses a method for controlling access to a television set 
using a remote control unit having a finger verification device, the method comprising the steps 
of: (a) placing at least one finger on said remote control unit 100 for scanning; (b) obtaining 
fingerprint data indicative of said scanned finger (column 7, line 44-54; column 11, line 30-38); 
(c) comparing the fingerprint data to predetermined reference data to establish a finger match 
(column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18; column 11, line 38-46); and, (d) if a match is established, 
providing a number of channels associated with said scanned finger (column 11, line 41-65). 

4. Regarding claim 9, Merjanian discloses a method for controlling the access to a television 
set using a remote control unit having a finger verification device, the method comprising the 
steps of: (a) prompting said user to place at least one finger on said remote control unit for 
scanning (column 11, line 17-30); (b) recognizing said scanned finger and storing a number of 
channels (e.g. pre-stored settings such as favorite channels; column 11, line 47-65) associated 
with the at least one finger to generate (previously stored) finger reference data (column 9, line 
11-18; column 10, line 59-column 11, line 16); (c) placing at least one finger on the finger 
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verification device of said remote control unit to generate fingerprint data (column 7, line 44-54; 
column 11, line 30-38); (d) comparing the fingerprint data to said finger reference data to 
establish a fingerprint match (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18; column 11, line 38-46); and, 
(e) if a match is established, providing the number of said channels associated with said placed 
finger (column 11, line 41-65). 

5. Regarding claims 2 and 12, Merjanian discloses that if a match is not established, 
denying access to said television set (column 11, line 47-53). 

6. Regarding claims 3 and 13, Merjanian discloses allowing the display of one of the 
channels associated with said scanned finger upon receiving a request to view said one channel 
(column 11, line 34-46). 

7. Regarding claims 4 and 14, Merjanian discloses transmitting the fingerprint data to said 
television set (remote receiving unit) and performing steps (c) and (d) (column 7, line 44-54; 
column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18). Note that Merjanian discloses that the remote receiving 
unit may be any device not physically connected to the fingerprint reader that is equipped with 
an infrared or radio frequency receiver, which implicitly includes a television set (column 12, 
line 46-56). 

8. Regarding claims 6 and 16, Merjanian discloses transmitting the fingerprint data to said 
set-top box coupled to said television set and performing steps (c) and (d) (column 7, line 44-54; 
column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18). 

9. Regarding claims 7 and 17, Merjanian discloses that the predetermined reference 
(comparison) data used in said comparing step is stored in a set-top box coupled to said 
television set (column 11, line 38-41). 
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10. Regarding claim 10, Merjanian discloses providing an indication as to whether or not the 
finger match is established (column 11, line 31-38). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Merjanian discloses repeating steps (c)-(e) if a match is not 
established (column 9, line 39-63). 

12. Regarding claim 19, Merjanian discloses a remote control device for verifying a user's 
finger identity in order to selectively change the channel displayed on a television set, 
comprising: a fingerprint reader 30 for generating fingerprint data (column 7, line 44-54; column 
11, line 30-38); a processor programmed to prompt said user to enter fingerprint data (column 
11, line 17-30); and, a fingerprint recognition means for verifying that said user is an authorized 
user of said remote control device (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18; column 1 1, line 38-46). 

13. Regarding claim 21 , Merjanian discloses a remote control device for verifying a user's 
fingerprint identity in order to change selectively the channel displayed on a television set, 
comprising: an input means for prompting said user to place at least one finger on said remote 
control device for scanning (column 11, line 17-30); a processor; and, a fingerprint recognition 
means controlled by said processor for verifying that said user is an authorized user of said 
remote control device based upon an indication that said scanned finger data matches 
predetermined fingerprint reference data (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 18; column 11, line 
38-46). 

14. Regarding claims 20 and 22, Merjanian discloses that said fingerprint recognition means 
is located at said television set (matching performed at the set-top box or other receiving device; 
column 9, line 11-18; column 12, line 46-56). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 5 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Merjanian as applied to claims 1 and 9 above. 

17. Regarding claims 5 and 15, Merjanian discloses that the predetermined reference data 
used in said comparing step is stored in a storage device within the set-top box (column 1 1 , line 
38-41) and additionally discloses that processing the fingerprint data and verification or 
authentication by matching to previously stored data should be performed at the set-top box or 
other receiving device (column 9, line 11-18), but does not explicitly disclose that the 
predetermined reference data used in said comparing step is stored in said television set. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
store the predetermined reference data in said television set instead of the set-top box as taught 
by Merjanian in order to process the fingerprint data for verification or authentication by 
matching to allow a user access to the television set (column 9, line 11-18). 

18. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Merjanian as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Park (USPN 5,990,803, 
newly cited). 

19. Regarding claims 8 and 18, Merjanian does not disclose that the predetermined reference 
data used in said comparing step is stored in said remote control unit. Park discloses a 
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multifunctional remote controller and control method for multiple appliances wherein a 
fingerprint recognizer 120 includes a pattern identifying chip and a ROM for storing the 
fingerprint pattern (column 2, line 24-29; column 3, line 1-15). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to store the predetermined 
reference data in said remote control unit as taught by Park in order to determine the right of a 
user to use multiple appliances by determining whether the input fingerprint pattern is identical 
with the initially input fingerprint pattern stored in memory within the remote controller (column 
3, line 1-7). 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• USPN 5,801,681 to Sayag discloses a method and apparatus for generating a control 
signal including a television remote control having fingerprint capture capabilities. 

• USPN 6,144,756 to Takahashi et al. discloses a finger verification system provided 
on a remote control including a storage device. 

• USPN 6,256,019 to Allport discloses methods of using a controller for controlling 
multi-user access to the functionality of consumer devices including fingerprint 
identification and a database of known users stored within the controller. 

• USPN 6,438,752 to McClard discloses a method and system for selecting television 
programs based on the past selection history of an identified user including a viewer 
identifier such as a fingerprint recognizer. 
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• USPN 6,636, 144 to Hirakawa discloses a data transmission method and apparatus 
having a fingerprint reader comprising a remote controller. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan J Hesseltine whose telephone number is 703-306-4069. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on 703-308-6604. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ryan J. Hesseltine 
October 7, 2004 




